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Ir having been propoſed to make a 


| Digls Meadows, below Worceſter ſur- 9 


veys have actually been taken for that 54 


expence attending ſuch an undertaking, 
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navigable « Canal from the town of Stur: 8 


bridge, or ſome convenient place. in its 3 


neighbou rhood, to the River Severn, near 


4 


putpoſe : And, by accurate eſtimates of the 


it appears that the whole m may be com- 


| Pleated for the ſam of 120, 00ol. 


F 43 
The various advantages which ariſe 


from inland navigations in general are 


obvious; and need not be pointed out, 


in a country where they have already ſo 
greatly contributed to the improvement of 
our manufa&ures, the extenſion of our 


commerce, and the enhancing the value 


even of private property. But the follow- 


ing obſervations apply, in a particular 


manner, to the ſcheme which is now pro- 
poſed; and evidently ſhew, not only the 


manifeſt utility, but, in ſome degree, even 


the neceſſity of it. 


Merchandize of every ſpecies is convey- 
ed down the river Severn, every fortnight, 


to Briſtol, at the ſpring tides, from Bewd- 


ley 5 Stourport, and Worceſter. To the 
firſt and laſt 


ſe places, the goods 
ISP, TN, | 
„ 


which 


1 


which are deſigned for Briſtol are uſually ; 
brought by land carriage at a very great 
expence. And it is a known fact, that 4 
the navigation upon the Severn above 
Worceſter, is very uncertain and precarious, f 
by reaſon of a conſiderable number of 
troubleſome ſhoals* by which it is fre- 
quently obſtructed, and which, for near 
half the year, render it impaſlable for craft 
of more than from five to fifteen tons 
burthen, ; 


It was, indeed, expected that the canal 
which joins the Severn at Stourport would 
have benefitted the public in an effectual | 

manner: But, from its entering the river | 


+ Twenty ſhillings per ton for heavy goods ; and more, 
in proportion, for finer, or periſhable commodities, 


7 ' Twenty ; j or very near that number, 
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improvement which is now found ſo requi- 


ſite. Thus are partial ſchemes often a- 


be inſufficient to procure the deſired ends, 


the evil was not imaginary, However, 


C4) 
in fo improper a place, it has been found 
totally inadequate to the purpoſe for which 
it was intended. And it will appear, upon 
a bare inſpeQion of the map, that it was 


totally unconnected with every idea of that 


dopted, which further experience proves to 


To remedy the evils which are now 
ſo juſtly complained of, it was propoſed, 
about a year ago, to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Severn, by erecting Locks and 


Wears, or by deepening the bed of the river 
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at the ſeveral Shoals ; and this very at- 


tempt was a full acknowledgment that 


the ft of thefe meaſures would undoubt- 
: celly 
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edly | have occaſioned great floods over the 
valuable meadow lands on the banks of 
the Severn; and the alter, by letting off 
the water too rapidly, would, in many 
places, and in flack water, have left the 
river nearly dry, inſtead of rendering it 
more navigable. Neither {cheme, in ſhort, 
could prudently be adopted: As the incon- 
veniencies which would have attended 
either undertaking, immediately ſtruck 


every perſon who had the llighteſt ac- 


quaintance with the nature of locks, 


floods, and ſhoals. 


Beſides, ſuch attempts upon the river, 


whether they were attended with ſucceſs 


or not, would have produced a cerilain tax 


upon the public, which, in every light, 


muſt have been burdenſome to trade: And 


the Upper parts of the river, from Stour- 


port 


1 
[ 

iN 

43 
1 


. 
5 
8 


| 
| | (8-1 
4 | port to Shrewſbury, where ſuch very large 


, Coal and Iron works are planted, would 


ſuſtain the burden of this tax, without the 


poſſibility of reaping any advantage from 


—— — — 2 
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the preſumed improvement; ; becauſe no 


veſſels of burden can cqme from thoſe 
places at all, unleſs when there are ſuch 


| freſhes or floods of water in the river, as 


| would render any improvement unneceſ- 
| ſary“. 

i Merchandize to and from the ports of 
8:1 Hull and Liverpool, together with the 
trade to and from Mancheſter, with all its 


connections Northward, (great and exten- 
I! five as they are) are, at preſent, ſubject 


to this uncertain Navigation ; the ruinous 


* A freſh is a flood of water coming down from the 
mountains in North Wales, occaſioned either by the ſud- 


den diſſolution of ſnow, or by the heavy rains 1 often 
fall i in that country. 


effects 


- CT 
effects of which are, by no means, confitis 
ed to the neighbourhood of Worceſter and 
Bewdley, but are prejudicial to the com- 


mercial Intereſts even of more diſtant Coun- 
ties. Theſe are affected by it in ſeveral 
very important Articles. But what fhall 5 
we ſay, in particular, with reſpect to Coals, 
ſo eſſential not only to the Comforts, but 
even to the Neceſſities of Life? And yet this 
precarious Navigation ſometimes occaſions 
the price of this moſt indiſpenſable requiſite 
to vary more than one half (or ten in 


twenty Shillings) in every Market down 


. the Severn ! I need not cite the Cities of 
Worceſter and Gloceſter to evidence this 
affertion. It is one of thoſe ſtubborn facks 
"which has been too lately and too ſeverely 
felt, to admit of any doubt of its exiſtence. 
The trade from Shropſhire has an un- | 
doubted || 
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doubted right to the free Navigation of 


the Severn. It is an heritage to which 


the valuable Iron works and Mines upon 


| its banks give it an indiſputable Claim. If | 
| the preſent Canal which enters the Severn 1 
| at Stourport is found inſufficient to ſerve N 
| | the public, without a further tax, to re- 1 
| move the Shoals which he between Stours 1 
| ort and Worceſter ; It is ſurely hard, : 
il if not unjuſt, to make the Works above . 
0 Stourport contribute to that, from which : 
vil they never can derive the molt trifling | 
| | advantage. And, If the Canal to Stour- 
| port is unequal to the ends the Public 

| looks for, and the general intereſt re- 


quires; whatever is defedive in their 


plan, ſhould naturally be ſupplied by 


ſome more effectual remedy. This it is 


which the Intended Worceſter Canal holds 


forth, 
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that from the Severn to Stroud, extends 


from the Severn below Gloceſter, o 


3 


Stroud, Letchlade, Cirenceſter, and 


through a very conſiderable tract of coun- 
try, by means of the lis, Thames, Ken- 


net, &c. with which it is connected: 


And theſe places have their ſupply of Coal 


(if indeed they can obtain any ſupply at 


all) at a very extravagant rate. The Pro- 


prietors of the Canal from the Severn to 


the Thames have undertaken this great 


work at the expence of one bug dred and 
thirty thouſand pounds, with power to ex 
pend / 2 ty thouſand more, ſhould circum- 


4 ſtances require it ; excluſive of what has 


been laid out upon the Canal to Stroud 
where the Thames and Severn Canal be⸗ 


Sins. All theſe muſt feel the Las neſt of 


this new undertaking to Worceſter, in the 


moſt ample degree. As, therefore, they 


. | are 


are likely to reap the greateſt advantages 


the Severn as far as Worceſter, without 


| Worceſter to Stourport and upwards, 


there are from five to ten men generally 


veſſel is laden, at the expefice of about 


28. 6d, for each man. Hence, the freight 


1 


from the plan now in conſideration, there 
is not the leaſt doubt but they will give it 
their utmoſt ſupport. The intereſt they 
have in its ſucceſs is too important, as well Þ 
as obvious, for them to neglect it, or ra- 
ther, not to forward it by the moſt hearty 
concurrence. 5 
Another, and by no means the leaſt 
material advantage of the projected 
ſcheme, is this: Veſſels generally come up 
hiring men to haul them; which is not : 


the caſe higher up the River. For, from 


employed to tow an empty veſſel againſt the 


ſtream, and double that number when the 
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of 
To Stourport only. 
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of Merchandiſe from Briſtol to Worceſter 
is ſeldom more than is charged from Wor- 
ceſter to Stourport ; though the diſtance 


between the two firſt mentioned places is 


above eighty miles, and between Worceſter 
and Stourport only thirteen. But in theſe 


thirteen miles, there are a number of 


Shoals, where the water ſometimes flows 


only from ten to fifteen inches. What- 


eyer Merchandiſe is thus brought up to 


Worceſter, will be put into boats+ on the 


intended Canal; and twenty-four tons of 
goods will then be drawn by a Single 
Horſe, and regularly and expeditiouſly 


+ Tt is uſual for the larger trading veſſels from Briſtol to 


unload at Worceſter, and trans-ſhip their Cargo on board a 
number of ſmall craft to convey it over the Shoals to 
Stourport; and, in like manner, are theſe ſmall barges em» 
ployed to convey a Cargo from Stourport to the Briſtol 
Trows, which cannot come higher than Worceſter, All 
this muſt neceſſarily be attended with much expence and 
delay, and is moteover highly detrimental to the Merchandiſe 


5 


——_ 


FT Ir? 
conveyed to other Canals with which this 
will connect through the Middle and Nor- 


thern parts of the Kin 2dom, without thoſe 


- uncertainties ard delays which have been 


| | ſo juſtly complained of. 


1 Neither ſhould it be unnoticed, chat as 


manure of every kind will be navigated 
upon the intended Canal toll free, the landed 
intereſt will. be greatly benefited by this 
ſcheme, Wbilſt the produce of that land, 


If ſo improved, will be conveyed to diſtant 


lj parts where 1t will be moſt wanted : in 
vil! E | ; 

| ch wanner, that it will at once enhance 
* he valucof thoſe eſtates near which it 


pales, and procure the moſt realadyantages 


even to thoſe that he the moſt. remote. 
Should it be objected that this Canal will 
intercept any Streams of water by which 
| Mills are now ſupplied, or Meadows Wa- 
tered, it is anſwered, that no uch Injury 
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18 either foreſeen, or in the leaſt intended: 


5 Inſomuch, that all Parties intereſted therein 


will be deſired to appoint a Surveyor to 


ſettle and ſecure their property, by agreeing 


with the Suryeyor of the Company upon 


proper clauſes to be inſerted | in the Bill for 


that purpoſe : as the Company has nothing 
more at heart than meeting their Qpponents 
upon the faireſt ground, and obviating every 


difficulty | that can be propoſed with equity 


againſt a ſcheme which ſeems to hold forth 


ſo many advantages, as well to the landed, 


as to the commercial intereſts of the coun- 


55 


Waſte water and heavy rains properly 
collected in reſervoirs, will abundantly ſup- 


ply this Canal ; and there is no doubt but 


that fo confderable a body of water, thus 
collected, will frequently leave a ſur plus 


to run aver the different Wears, and 


often 
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1 
often accommodate the neighbouring Mills, 


This has generally been found the Caſe 


with moſt of the Exiſting Canals, and 


there is reaſon to prefume that it will not be 


| otherwiſe with reſpect to that which! is now 
intended. 


The whale extent of this Canal will 
be about twenty five miles: And the 
T onnage propoſed to be taken thereon, 


will enable the traders to deliwer their 


reſpeQtive | Commodities at Worceſter, 


| nearly as cheap as they did at Stourport 
by the old conveyance; whereby the 
freight! from Stourpart to Worceſter will 


be ſaved to the public, as well as the 
various charges of unloading, re-loading, 
wharfage &c. &c. Nor can it fail to be 
noticed that by the new Line, che diſtance | 
between Birmingham and. Worceſter will 


be nearly one third leſs than by the way 


af 
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of Autherly and Stourport. And the 
moderate tonnage which is tended to 
be taken, will be ſuffcient to afford the 
Subſcribers a reaſonable and fair return, as 
they are not ambitious of har! ing the enor- 
mous dividend of twenty ſix pounds per 
aun on each ſhare. 

As it has been ſuggeſted above, that tho 
Community at large is greatly intereſted in 
the ſucceſs of this undertaking, it will, 
doubtloſs, be replied that this has ever been 
the ſpecious plea of each ſelf. intereſted 
adventurer in fimilar ſchemes; a mere 
ſtalking horſe and maſk to deceive the un- 
wary, and to obtain thoſe ſuffrages which 


he was apprehenſive might otherwite be 


withheld. But, in the preſent caſe, this 
cannot be juſtly apprehended. For, in 
ſchemes of this nature, a ſet of men ander- 
take to compleat a work of public utility, 


entirely 


—— — 


entirely at their own expence and fick 


They engage themſelves to pay, in an am- 
damage they may oecaſion to individuals: 


their Canal, from ſuch as may hereafter find 


it their advantage to navigate thereon: No 


tlie utility of their plan. If they are miſo 


taken in their views, hey will be the only 


(44) 


ple manner, for all the Land they aſe, a as 


well as to make amends for every kind of 


And the only compenſation they require 


or expect, is a ſmall tonnage for the vſc of 


one, even after the completion of the work, 


is at all compelled to make uſe of the ad- 
vantages it holds forth; and, moſt aſſur- 
edly, no part of the ads will ever be 
diverted into this Channel, unleſs it is 


found a more certain, ſhorter, and cheaper 


conveyance than any other. Upon this 


iflue alone the ſubſcribers are Content to reſt 


ſufferers ; But that they are fully convinced 
that 


( 7 ) 
that from the Severn to Stroud, extends 
Stroud, Letchlade, Cirenceſter, and 


through a very conſiderable tract of coun- 


from the Severn below Gloceſter, to 


try, by means of the I 1s, Thames, Ken- 
det, Kc. with which it is connected: 
And theſe places have their ſupply of Coal 
(if indeed they can obtain any ſupply at 
all) at a very extravagant rate. The Pro- 
prietors of the Canal from the Severn to 
the Thames have undertaken this great 
work at the expence of one hundred and 
thirty thouſand bound, with power to ex- 
pend ieh thouſand more, ſhould circum- 
ſtances require it ; excluſive of what has 
bee en laid out upon the Canal to Stroud, 

: where the Thames and Severn Canal be- 
gins. All theſe maſt feel the benefit of 
this new undertaking to Worceſter, i in the 
moſt ample degree. As, therefore, they 
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are likely to reap the greateſt advantages 


from the plan now in conſideration, there 


is not the leaſt doubt but they will give it 
their utmoſt ſupport. The intereſt they 


have in its ſucceſs is too important, as well 


as obvious, for them to neglect it, or ra- 


ther, not to forward it by the moſt hearty 
concurrence. 


Another, and by no means the leaſt 


material advantage of the projected 


ſcheme, is this: Veſſels generally come up 


the Severn as far as Worceſter, without 


hiring men to haul them; which is not 
the caſe higher up the River. For, from 


Worceſter to Stourport and upwards, 


there are from five to ten men generally 
employed to tow an empty veſſel againſt the 


ſtream, and double that number when the 


veſſel is laden, at the expence of about 


28. 6d, for each man. * Hence, the freiglit 
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of Merchandiſe from Briſtol to Worceſter 
is ſeldom more than is charged from Wor- 
ceſter to Stourport ; though the diſtance 
between the two firſt mentioned places is 
above erghty miles, and between Worceſter 
and Stourport only 7hirteen. But in theſe. 
thirteen mules, there are a number of 
Shoals, where the water ſometimes flows 


only from ten to fifteen inches. What- 


ever Merchandiſe is thus brought up to 


Worceſter, will be put into boats+ on the 


intended Canal ; and twenty-four tons of 
goods will then be drawn by a Single 
Horſe, and regularly and expeditiouſly 


+ Tt is uſual for the larger trading veſſels from Briſtol to 
unload at Worceſter, and trans-ſhip their Cargo on board a 


number of ſmall craft to convey it over the Shoals to 


Stourpart ; and, in like manner, are theſe ſmall barges em- 


ployed to convey a Cargo from Stourport to the Briſtol 


Trows, which cannot come higher than Worceſter, All 
this muſt neceſſarily be attended with much expence and 


delay, and! is moreover highly detrimental to the Merchandiſe 


uſelf. 
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conveyed to other Canals with which this 
will connect through the Middle and Nor- 
thern parts of the Kingdom, without thoſe 
uncertainties ard delays which have been 
fo juſtly complained of. | 
Neither ſhould it be annoticed, that as 
manure- of every kind wall be navigated 
upon the intended Canal zo/! free, the landed 
intereſt will be greatly benefited by this 
1cheme, whilſt the produce of that land, 
io improved, will be conveyed to diſtant 
parts where it will be moſt wanted : in 


ſuch manner, that it will at once enhance 


the value of thoſe eſtates near which it 


paſſes, and procure the moſt real advantages 


even to thoſe that lie the moſt remote. 


Should it be objected that this Canal will 


intercept any Streams of water by which : 


Mills are now ſupplied, or Meadows wa- 


tered, it is anſwered, that no ſuch Injury 
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is either foreſeen, or in the leaſt intended; 
Inſomuch, that all Parties intereſted therein 


will be deſired to appoint a Surycyor to 


ſettle and ure rheit property, by agreeing ; 


with the Surveyor of the Company upon 


proper clauſes to be inſerted in the Bill for 


that purpoſe : as the Company has nothing 


more at heart than meeting their Opponents 


upon the faireſt ground, and obviating every 


difficulty that can be propoſed with equity 


againſt a ſcheme which ſeems to hold forth 
ſo many : advantages, as well to the landed, 


as to the commercial intereſts of the coun- 


try. 


Waſte water and heavy rains properly 


collected in reſervoirs, will abundantly ſup- 


ply this Canal; and there is no doubt but 


that ſo conſiderable a body of water, thus 


follected, will frequently leave a ſurplus 


to run over the different Wears, and 


often 
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often accommodate the neighbouring Mills. 
This has generally been found the Caſe 


with moſt of the Exiſting Canals, and 


otherwiſe with reſpect to that which is now 


"Tonnage propoſed to be taken thereon, 


reſpective Commodities at Worceſter, 


various charges of unloading, xe-loading, 


between Birmingham and Worceſter will 
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there is reaſon to preſume that it will not be 


intended, 
The whole extent of this Canal will 


be about twenty five miles: And the 
will enable the traders to deliver their 


nearly as cheap as they did at Stourport 
by the old conveyance; whereby the 
freight from Stourport to Worceſter will 
be ſaved to the public, as well as the 


wharfage &c. &c. Nor can it fail to be 
noticed that by the new Line, the diſtance 
be nearly one third leſs than by the way 
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of Autherly and Stourport. And the 


moderate tonnage which is intended to 


be taken, will be ſufficient to afford the 


Subſcribers a reaſonable and fair return, as 


they are not ambitious of ſharing the enor- 


mous dividend of twenty {ix pounds per 


annum on each ſhare. 


As it has been ſuggeſted above, that the 


1 Community at large is greatly intereſted in 


the ſucceſs of this undertaking, it will, 


doubtleſs, be replied that this has ever been 


the ſpecious plea of each ſelf-intereſted. 
adventurer in ſimilar ſchemes; a mere 


ſtalking horſe and maſk to deceive the un- 


wary, and to obtain thoſe ſuffrages which 


he was apprehe enſive might otherwiſe be 


withheld. But, in the preſcut caſe, this 
cannot be juſtly apprehended. For, in 


ſchemes of this nature, a ſet of men under- 


take to . 4 25 A work of public utility, 


entirely 
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entirely at their own expence and riſk; 
They engage themſelves to pay, in an am- 
ple manner, for all the Land they uſe, as 
well as to make amends for every kind of 


damage they may occaſion to individuals: 


And the only compenſation they require 


or expect, is a ſmall tonnage for the uſe of 


their Cana l, from ſuch as may hereafter find 


it their advantage to navigate thereon. No 


one, even aſter the completion of the work, 


is at all compelled to make uſe öf the ad- 


vantages it holds forth; and, molt afſur- 


edly, no part of the trade Wilk ever be 


diverted | into this Chan nel, unleſs It 18 


found a more certain, thorter, and cheaper 


conveyance khan auy other. ö Upon this 


Abe alone the ſubſcribers are content to reſt 
the utility of their play, & | 2 they a Are miſ⸗ 


taken 3 in their view 85 Ide Y will be the oi 


ſuſterers : But chat they arc Folly convinced 


that 


1 by men who either actually are, or lately 5 


(23) 


that it will prove of Public advantige, moſt ; 
manifeſtly appears from hence, that it is & 


upon this ſuppoſition alone that it can poſſi- 


bly turn out to their own private emolu- 


ment. | Theſe two are, in the preſent i in- 


ſtance, bb cloſely connected together, that 
the private adventurer has no other depend- 
ance for ſucceſs; than by compleating his 
ſcheme 3 in ſuch 4 manner, that the com- 
munity in | general ſhall find it their intereſt : 
to make it anſwer to him. This is an ar- 


gument not leſs foreible than obvious, of 


which every perſon of plain underſtanding 
is a competent judge. 


A further conſideration in favour of the 
Plan now offered, is, that the far greater 


part of the ſüm ſubſcribed, is to be advanced 


bave been, very extenſively engaged in trade 5 


and commerce; and who, from their local 
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connections with the Naito hood 
through which this Canal | 18 intended to 


pals, muſt be well apprized of the mani- 


fold advantages that are likely to ariſs 


from it. Ncither ſhould it be unnoticed, 


that fuch a fer of men who have had the 


* 


; carning of their own fortunes, are not 


8 


likely | to part with their property upon a 


mere viſionary ſcheme, nor to riſk, upon a 


= bare 25 bility of advantage, what | it has coſt 


them o much toll and labour to acquire, 
The above ſeems an equitable f ſtatement 


of the deſign now under conſideration. = 


Other objections 1 nay, however, poſbbly 


be ſtarted, which at preſent are not fore- 


Teen, Should this be actually the caſe, 


the Promoters of this great and uſeful un- 
dertaking are deſirous to give them their 
due weight. They wiſh them to be ſub- 


mitted to. an impartial ang candid inveſti- 


gation, 
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gation, not doubting in the leaſt but that 
the more the ſubje& is conſidered, the 
more will the ſcheme be approved; and 


that they will be able to remove every 


difficulty and objection which is not mani- 
feſtly founded on prejudice, or ſuch as are 


evidently dictated by the moſt ſelfiſh mo- 


tives of private emolument, in oppoſition 
do the general advantage of the Commy- 
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REFERENCES to the CANALS. 


Tau. n to ux Stroud to Senern- eh. 


